FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Former Franklin Medical Center Gets New Name:
Maria Parham Franklin
Unveiling of new brand signals progress in restoring healthcare services
to Franklin County
Louisburg, NC (November 20, 2017) – Maria Parham Health, part of Duke LifePoint
Healthcare, today unveiled a new name for the former Franklin Medical Center: Maria Parham
Franklin. The new name was presented to the Franklin County Board of Commissioners and
Louisburg Town Council on November 20. This development marks an important milestone in
efforts to bring essential healthcare back to Franklin County following the closure of the
Louisburg hospital in 2015. Plans are in place to open a freestanding emergency department
with 24/7 emergency care in mid-2018.
“Establishing the Maria Parham Franklin name symbolizes important progress in returning
healthcare to our county,” said Sidney Dunston, Vice-Chair, Franklin County Board of
Commissioners. “This is a clear sign of forward momentum for our community that will allow
us to move beyond the closure of Franklin Medical Center and look toward a new, brighter
future. We’re excited to be working with the Maria Parham and Duke LifePoint teams to get
this facility back up and running, so that the people in our region will have access to the care
they need and deserve.”
In 2016, the board of commissioners reviewed potential strategic partners interested in taking
over services at the closed Franklin Medical Center. It unanimously voted to accept a proposal
from Duke LifePoint to operate Franklin Medical Center as part of Duke LifePoint's Henderson
hospital, Maria Parham Health, and turn the Franklin County facility into a freestanding
emergency department with 24/7 emergency care, diagnostic services and behavioral health
services.
In 2017, a lease agreement was reached and Duke LifePoint began seeking state approvals to
reopen the hospital’s emergency department as a freestanding emergency center. It also is
working to secure state funds to further the development of additional behavioral health beds
and services.
“We’re delighted to introduce the Maria Parham Franklin name to Louisburg and Franklin
County,” said Bert Beard, CEO of Maria Parham Health. “Over the next few months, everyone

will begin to see changes at the hospital site. By mid-2018, we expect needed renovations and
hires to be complete so the first phase of the new emergency room can open to the public. We
look forward to working with local officials to rebuild healthcare services in this region and
ensure the health and wellbeing of people here.”
Maria Parham Franklin is expected to bring as many as 65 new jobs to Franklin County in the
next three years, contributing to economic development and job growth in the region.
###
About Maria Parham Health
Maria Parham Health, a Duke LifePoint hospital, is a regional hospital in Henderson, North
Carolina, serving the people of north central North Carolina and Southside Virginia. As a part
of Duke LifePoint Healthcare, Maria Parham offers a combination of Duke University Health
System’s world-renowned leadership in clinical excellence and quality care, and LifePoint
Health’s extensive resources, knowledge and experience in operating community hospitals.
Maria Parham offers a wide range of services and the latest technology to meet the healthcare
needs of the community. It is fully accredited by The Joint Commission and CMS. For more
information about Maria Parham Health, please call (252) 438-4143 or visit mariaparham.com.
About Duke LifePoint Healthcare
Duke LifePoint Healthcare, a joint venture of Duke University Health System, Inc. and
LifePoint Health (NASDAQ: LPNT), was established to build a dynamic network of hospitals
and healthcare providers. The joint venture, which brings together LifePoint's experience in
community-based hospital management and Duke's world-renowned leadership in patient
safety and clinical quality systems, is strengthening and improving healthcare delivery by
providing community hospitals the clinical, quality and operational resources they need to
grow and prosper. www.dukelifepointhealthcare.com

